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Agenda

m The ESPAS Initiative and EU Foresight




What Is Foresight?

@ The structured examination of many possible futures

It focuses on what you can influence

It focuses on shaping the future
— not predicting it

It is about looking for opportunities
— not yielding to pessimism




Four ESPAS Reports



EU Institutions and bodies taking part in ESPAS



Agenda

m The 2024 ESPAS Report: challenges all round







Challenges all around

m Geopolitics

m Economy

m Environment

m Technology

m Social dimensions



Points to ponder

Europe is
the fastest
warming
continent in
the world.



Horizon scanning vignettes



Global warming and the next generation



Searching for a new energy mix



Job impacts of technological change



A conceptual framework around democracy



m Strategic choices: how to govern multiple transitions




Strategic questions

mHow can the EU establish itself as a smart global power
able to navigate effectively an uncertain geopolitical
landscape, acting with partners where possible and
autonomously when necessary?

mHow can the EU ensure that t

bot

ne green transition will be

n effective and achieved Ir

eqL

a soclally and economically

Itable way? What trade-offs will be necessary?



Strategic questions

m To what extent are EU policymakers willing to accept
economic risks and frictions in exchange for enhanced
geopolitical and technological sovereignty?

Is the EU’s current economic model fit for purpose or does
It need a major overhaul to ensure long-term sustainability
and wellbeing?



Strategic questions

mHoOw ca

n the EU ensure that its regulatory framework

Incentivises iInnovation and delivers economic benefits while
safeguarding against potential harms?

m How can the EU strengthen opportunities for all citizens, In
order to prevent social fragmentation and consolidate support
for the coming transitions? To what extent could social
protection instruments help to mitigate anti-democratic
tendencies?



Further reading

ESPAS Global Trends Reports ESPAS Horizon Scanning

EPRS, Future Shocks 2023 EPRS, Future Shocks 2022

églfdlfySis and Research Team, Forward Look 2024: Managing Uncertainty, January

European Commission, Strategic Foresight Report 2023
JRC, Towards a fair and sustainable Europe 2050, 2023

EPRS, Foresight within the EU institutions: the process to date
EPRS, Foresight within the EU institutions: the analysis to date



https://espas.eu/gtr.html
https://espas.eu/horizon.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/751428/EPRS_STU(2023)751428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2022/729374/EPRS_STU(2022)729374_EN.pdf
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/69285/forward-look-2024_10-january-2024_web.pdf
https://commission.europa.eu/document/f8f67d33-194c-4c89-a4a6-795980a1dabd_en
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC133716
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/649405/EPRS_BRI(2020)649405_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659272/EPRS_BRI(2020)659272_EN.pdf
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