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How has COVID-19 changed 
the global health agenda
Preben Aavitsland at PhD-kurs 18.3.2022

Four areas 1. Health security

2. Economy

3. Innovation

4. Social justice
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Health 
security –
the fear 
factor

• The 2005 “agreement” was: tell us 
about your outbreaks and give us your 
strains, and we will help, not punish you

• Early detection

• Early warning

• Stopping at the source

• Preventing international
spread
• Travel restrictions
• Border controls

• A new treaty?

Economy –
the money 
factor

• Pandemics disrupts globalization, 
trade and tourism

• Poor health hurts economy

• The health industry
• Just in time versus preparedness

• Demand for self-sufficiency

• Philantropy and investments
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Innovation 
– the 
necessity 
factor

• Diagnostics

• Treatments

• Vaccines – mRNA

• Non-pharmaceuticals

• Surveillance systems

• Genome sequencing

• Infectious disease modelling

• Telemedicine

Social and 
human 
rights – the 
justice 
factor

• Social gradients and determinants

• Fragile groups

• Sharing

• Disruption of other programmes
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Possible
changes

• A pandemic treaty?

• A revised IHR?

• Improved national preparedness

• Other changes

• Watch the World Health Assembly 2022!
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Conclusions • Crises have always been an 
opportunity for change

• The post-covid world is being 
shaped right now

• You can influence the way 
forward!

Ethical dilemmas in in 
the global response 
to epidemics?
Preben Aavitsland at PhD-kurs 18.3.2022
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Outbreak response versus disease programmes

Outside helpers versus domestic expertise

Dumped vaccines or no vaccines

Mandatory vaccination? Vaccine passports?

Hiring locals and dirupting labour market

Taking viruses and not giving benefits back

Limiting individual freedoms to stop an outbreak

Unsafe practices locally

Stopping trade and traffic


