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For reflection
Why focus on research ethics?
How is research quality and
ethics linked?
What are «complex contexts»?
Who should/should not do it?
What research should be
done? And should not be
done?
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“Complex contexts”
Poverty, inequality, humanitarian contexts
Differences in language, culture
Vulnerable populations
Sensitive issues
Disrupted protection systems and weak systems
for detecting and reporting abuse
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Complex contexts and power inequality
When people rely on humanitarian actors to
meet basic needs, the unequal power
relationships between those delivering
services and doing research, and those
receiving services or being subject to
research, increase the risk for abuse or
exploitation of the affected population.
In all our work and interventions, the
potential for causing harm as an unintended,
but nonetheless real, consequence must be
considered from the outset.

«Western aid
workers
traded food
for sex from
victims of
disaster»

Research ethics is basic in research

Fairness & justice
Research questions
Design
Methods & tools
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The same basic principles go
Primum non nocere
First, Do No Harm
Do good
Minimise harm

Justice
Fairness
Dignity
Autonomy

Respect for persons
Autonomy
Informed consent
Confidentiality
Anonymity
3rd party
Voluntary & compensation
Access to results and fruits

Dissemination
Authorship
Coordination with existing systems
Local vs int’l researchers
Enduring institutions
Capacity building
Funding
Accountability
Environment, corruption

Minimum standard or best practice?
Safety
Do not impede relief and development efforts
Legal and formal issues, incl ERB
Co-operation
Co-ordination
Build on existing systems and resources
Contingency planning
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Examples of dos and don’ts in research:
Do deliver immediate and direct benefits to communities.
Do not Conduct research with no benefit to communities.
Do Identify gaps in current knowledge and conduct research to
fill these.
Do not Duplicate previous research
iasc_recommendations_for_ethical_mhpss_research_in_emer
gency_settings_0.pdf (interagencystandingcommittee.org)
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“If dignity is to have any meaning at all, it must honor the perspective of
those affected…”
Consider the perspective of one Rwandan talking to writer Andrew Solomon:
We had a lot of trouble with Western mental health workers who came here immediately after the
genocide and we had to ask some of them to leave. They came and their practice did not involve being
outside in the sun where you begin to feel better. There was no music or drumming to get your blood
flowing again. There was no sense that everyone had taken the day off so that the entire community could
come together to try to lift you up and bring you back to joy. There was no acknowledgement of the
depression as something invasive and external that could actually be cast out again. Instead they would
take people one at a time into these dingy little rooms and have them sit around for an hour or so and talk
about bad things that had happened to them. We had to ask them to leave.
Dyer, A. (2019). Global mental health: Ethical principles and practices. George Washington University
Department of Psychiatry Grand Rounds, November 21, 2019
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Kielland, A. et al: Addressing Local Barriers to Inclusive Education
for Children with a Disability in the Sahel. Child disability,
education and social inclusion in rural Niger

EXAMPLE:
NORGLOBAL 2 Child disability, education and social inclusion in rural Niger
Addressing Local Barriers to Inclusive Education for
Children with a Disability in the Sahel
Partners:
Fafo, UiO, OsloMet
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine
Laboratoire d'Etudes et de Recherche sur les
Dynamiques Sociales et le Développement Local
(LASDEL), University of Niger
User organisations

Vulnerable groups & sensitive topics
Testing, examining and
interviewing children with
disabilies and their families
Home visits

Ethics project:
Research questions
How to do good and
responsible research?
What were the
dilemmas?
What solutions did we
find?

METHOD

Results: Challenges
• Formal requirements of GDPR and permissions
versus research ethics
• Design (e.g. topics, questions, method)
• Participation
• Safety, Respect, dignity, voluntary, compensation
• Informed consent: writte, oral, revisit
• Consult with commmunity

Tools:
Legal and formalities issues

Ethical dilemmas
Co-operation
Capacity building

'

Dilemmas & critical thinking,
not simple answers
“bad science makes for bad ethics” (Rosenthal 1999,
p. 408).
Basic principles of research ethics apply
Power differences bring increased responsibilities
What is your institution’s policy?
How do you as researchers handle these dilemmas?
How is research ethics reported and shared?
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