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My places at (around) the table

• Aid worker & Clinician

• Academic

• Bureaucrat

• Diplomat

• Board member and 

volunteer
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The topics

• Education 

• Mental health

• Sexual violence

• Early childhood

development

• Psychology 

• Refugees

Mainly in the context of 

global development
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What is the
question?

Ways of 
working

Success and 
failure

Learning 
from others

Barriers

Opportunities
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You lose some, you draw some..
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You lose some, you draw some..
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What is the question? I

• We say: How can we get research into policymaking?

• What we mean is: How can researchers influence 

policymakers?

• What we need to know is: How are policymakers 

influenced?

“Researchers produce and exchange scientific knowledge 

but need help in transforming that into practical knowledge”

• https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/how-researchers-can-

influence-policy-and-practice/21343
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What’s the question II? 

• How to use research evidence (knowledge) to inform 

policy processes? What type of research?

• How to translate research into policy?

• How to translate research into practice?

• Many and different questions

• Many and different contexts

• Many and different ways and answers
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The young Lives experience 

• A 2-year study identified 

challenges and 

opportunities in the area of 

child poverty and child 

protection.

• Two case studies: 

Orphanhood in Ethiopia 

and children’s work in 

India 

Crivello, G., & Murray, H.

(2012).
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How are policymakers influenced? How are decisions

made?

• Where do they get information?

• Trusted sources and personal contacts

• Thinking slow and thinking fast…

• Inside versus outside track
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Understanding policymaking, policy contexts and

processes

• Political circumstances often more important

than research evidence

• Timing 

• Who sets research agenda?

• Context and relevance

• Politically sensitive issues

• Not just the ‘end product’ and dissemination: 

communication at different stages

• Targeted dissemination

• Engaging research users is crucial

• Resources for supporting research uptake

(Porter 2010; ODI 2009; Crivello & Murray, 2012).
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Outside track

Target many people

Dissimination: from articles, policy 
briefs, webinars, conferences…

Use public messaging and 
campaigning

Traditional and social media

https://www.nihr.ac.uk/documents/h
ow-researchers-can-influence-
policy-and-practice/21343
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Policy briefs? 

• https://www.cmi.no

/guide/policy-brief

• https://www.idrc.ca

/en/how-write-

policy-brief
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Inside track

• Collaborative

• Direct interaction 

with policymakers 

• Formal negotiations 

& meetings

• Targeted 

communication

• Informal face-to-face 

meetings
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Lessons

• Sharing learning is essential

• Perspectives of lived experience

• Inclusion of children’s perspectives and participation in this 

process 

• Research quality

• Ethics

• Genuine interest

• Value based
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Using knowledge

from one area in 

another
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Using the place where you are, 

but mind your role!
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Networks and relationships

• People matter

• Break down the silos

• Collaboration

• Sharing
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