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Before  submission:  preparing  your  manuscript:  
Is	  the	  arRcle	  ready	  for	  submission?	  Get	  feedback	  from	  colleagues	  (or	  
co-‐writers)	  
Start	  wriRng	  your	  abstracts.	  Enables	  a	  good	  structure	  of	  the	  paper.	  
IdenRfy	  your	  main	  results	  (should	  be	  only	  a	  few,	  maybe	  1-‐3)	  
Discuss	  only	  your	  main	  results.	  
Read	  (or	  rewrite)	  your	  introducRon	  carefully	  before	  submission.	  
Remember:	  the	  paper	  will	  change	  a	  lot	  during	  the	  wriRng	  process.	  
Do	  not	  ask	  quesRons	  you	  do	  not	  answer!	  
Make	  sure	  the	  english	  is	  perfect!	  You	  can	  invite	  an	  english-‐speaking	  co-‐
writer	  or	  pay	  for	  professional	  ediRng.	  
Good	  structure	  in	  the	  manuscript	  (extended	  abstract):	  Background,	  
aims,	  data/methods,	  results,	  discussion,	  conclusion	  (check	  journal	  style	  
carefully!).	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Finding  the  right  journal  …
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SubmiBng
•  Do	  not	  wait	  too	  long	  before	  you	  submit	  your	  first	  arRcle.	  	  
•  Even	  if	  rejected,	  you	  can	  get	  good	  comments	  from	  the	  reviewers	  that	  help	  you	  further.	  
•  You	  will	  get	  negaRve	  reviews.	  Never	  take	  them	  personally!	  Use	  them	  to	  improve	  your	  
paper	  further.	  Or	  just	  ignore	  them.	  

•  Finding	  the	  best	  suitable	  journal	  is	  tricky.	  Consider:	  
•  Word	  limit	  
•  Impact	  factor	  
•  Special	  issues	  
•  Recent	  debates	  
•  ScienRfic	  sope	  of	  journal	  
•  What	  they	  have	  published	  in	  the	  past	  
•  Average	  review	  Rme	  
•  Open	  access	  journals	  (be	  careful)	  
•  Which	  journal?	  Look	  at	  the	  reference	  list	  of	  your	  own	  paper	  to	  get	  ideas	  
•  Who	  is	  EIC?	  
•  Who	  is	  in	  the	  Editorial	  Board	  
•  You	  can	  send	  an	  informal	  email	  to	  an	  editor	  or	  EIC	  before	  submission.	  



EdiCng
• Address	  ALL	  comments.	  	  
• Reviewers	  have	  a	  lot	  of	  power	  in	  this	  process.	  
• E-‐i-‐C	  ocen	  follow	  their	  recommendaRons.	  
• If	  	  you	  disagree,	  explain	  why,	  but	  mostly	  there	  is	  a	  middle	  
way.	  
• Spend	  a	  lot	  of	  Rme	  on	  the	  revision,	  divide	  the	  work	  
between	  the	  co-‐authors	  (if	  you	  have	  any).	  
• Remember,	  a	  “major	  revision”	  is	  an	  extremely	  posiRve	  
feedback	  (mot	  of	  these	  papers	  will	  be	  accepted).	  	  

	  



GeBng  started  with  your  PhD.

	  
• Define	  clearly	  the	  overall	  objecRve,	  and	  a	  few	  sub-‐quesRons.	  
Make	  sure	  they	  are	  realisRc	  to	  achieve	  within	  your	  Rme	  
frame	  and	  your	  resources	  (i.e.	  data	  access,	  knowledge	  of	  
methods,	  supervisor,	  network)	  	  
• Start	  wriRng	  immediately!	  Even	  if	  you	  first	  want	  to	  get	  
aquainted	  with	  the	  literature.	  It	  is	  the	  best	  way	  of	  thinking.	  
• Your	  objecRve	  will	  change!	  So	  will	  your	  planned	  papers.	  	  



Conference/workshop  acCviCes

• Conferences	  are	  not	  primarily	  an	  arena	  where	  you	  get	  comments	  on	  
your	  papers.	  
• Conferences	  are	  meeRng	  places.	  

•  Spend	  some	  Rme	  to	  read	  the	  abstracts	  from	  the	  parRcipants.	  	  
•  Plan	  carefully	  who	  you	  want	  to	  listen	  to.	  
•  Get	  in	  touch	  with	  these	  (parRcularly	  those	  at	  the	  same	  stage	  in	  their	  careers)	  
•  Talk	  also	  to	  key	  note	  speakers	  
•  Take	  part	  of	  social	  events	  
•  Be	  generous.	  Share	  your	  ideas,	  visions,	  and	  suggest	  joint	  work.	  
•  Contact	  them	  acer	  the	  conference!	  Send	  them	  dracs	  and	  ask	  for	  comments.	  	  



Some  final  advices

• Magic	  happens	  between	  fields.	  
• Present	  your	  work	  to	  researchers	  in	  other	  fields,	  who	  use	  other	  
methods	  and	  conceptual	  frameworks.	  
• Work	  on	  several	  papers	  at	  the	  same	  Rme	  (prevent	  you	  from	  being	  
«stuck»).	  
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