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PhD at the Zernike Institute for Advanced Materials and CogniGron, University of Groningen,  

Job description 

- Are you a passionate researcher?  
- Do you have a master degree in Physics, Nanoscience or Materials Science?  
- Are you motivated to work in a diverse and multidisciplinary team? 
- Would you like to help this team solve fundamental questions that can lead to more 
sustainable technologies? 
- Have you obtained your master degree with an experimental project?  

If so, you may be the person we are seeking for a PhD project supervised by Beatriz Noheda at the 
University of Groningen, the Netherlands, as part of the European training network TOPOCOM 
(“Topological solitons in ferroics for unconventional computing”). 

 Project description:  

The project is experimental in nature and aims to design, fabricate and characterize thin films of 
ferroelectric materials with well controlled topological defects, in order to harness them as extremely 
efficient memory devices.   

This is one of the 11 PhD projects of the European program TOPOCOM, that joints experts from 
academic institutions and industry, from Norway, Germany, Italy, Greece, Switzerland, and the 
Netherlands, to work on ferroelectric and ferromagnetic materials, both from the theory and 
experimental side. The network will ensure excellent training by world-leading scientists and different 
partner companies, close interactions with other PhD candidates who share your research interest, 
and a stimulating work environment. Working as a team, we will find materials-based solutions in the 
field of unconventional computing. For more information on TOPOCOM see at www.topocom.eu:  

Qualifications 

• Master’s degree in Physics, Nanoscience or Materials Science.  
• Having performed an experimental master project. 
• Good command of English (oral and written)  
• Excellent communication and collaboration skills. 
• Applicants should not have a doctoral degree at the date of the recruitment. 
• Due to the EU mobility rules, we cannot recruit applicants that have resided or carried out 

their main activity (work, studies, etc.) in the Netherlands for more than 12 months in the 3 
years immediately before the start of employment. 

Organisation 
 
The selected candidate will be supervised by Prof. B. Noheda and will be part of her group 
(Nanostructures of Functional Oxides) at the Zernike Institute for Advanced Materials, and the 
CogniGron center of the University of Groningen. The University of Groningen, located in the north of 
The Netherlands, enjoys an international reputation as one of the leading research universities in 
Europe. The group is highly diverse and international and its members have backgrounds in physics, 
chemistry, nanoscience and materials science, with a highly collaborative research atmosphere.  

Conditions of employment 

https://topocom.eu/
https://topocom.eu/
https://www.rug.nl/staff/b.noheda/
https://www.rug.nl/research/zernike/nanostructures-of-functional-oxides/
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We offer you in accordance with the Collective Labour Agreement for Dutch Universities: 

• a salary of € 2,770 gross per month in the first year, up to a maximum of € 3,539 gross per month 
(based on fulltime employment) in the fourth and final year 
• a full-time position (1.0 FTE) 
• a holiday allowance of 8% gross annual income 
• an 8.3% end-of-year bonus and participation in a pension scheme for employees. 

The successful candidate will first be offered a temporary position of one year with the option of 
renewal for another three years. Prolongation of the contract is contingent on sufficient progress in the 
first year to indicate that successful completion of the PhD thesis within the next three years is to be 
expected. A PhD training program is part of the agreement and the successful candidate will be 
enrolled in the Graduate School of Science and Engineering. 

Starting date: February 2024 or June 2024 

Application 

Do you feel you meet our qualification criteria? Then, please, apply.  

Your application should include: 

1.Motivation letter in which you state why you are interested in the position. 
2. Curriculum vitae. 
3. Final report of your master project. If it is not in English, please include a summary in English.  
4. Copy of your grades during the master’s degree 
5. The names and email addresses of at least two professors that are willing to write a letter of 
recommendation. Please, do not include the letters. They will be contacted by us. 

You may apply for this position until 1 December 11:59pm, 2023 Dutch local time (CET) by means of 
the application form (click on "Apply" below on the advertisement on the university website). 

The University of Groningen strives to be a university in which students and staff are respected and 
feel at home, regardless of differences in background, experiences, perspectives, and identities. We 
believe that working on our core values of inclusion and equality are a joint responsibility and we are 
constructively working on creating a socially safe environment. Diversity among students and staff 
members enriches academic debate and contributes to the quality of our teaching and research. We, 
therefore, invite applicants from underrepresented groups, in particular, to apply. For more 
information, see also our diversity policy webpage: https://www.rug.nl/(...)rsity-and-inclusion/ 

Our selection procedure follows the guidelines of the Recruitment code (NVP): https://www.nvp-
hrnetwerk.nl/nl/sollicitatiecode and European Commission's European Code of Conduct for 
recruitment of researchers: https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter/code 

We provide career services for partners of new faculty members moving to Groningen. 

Unsolicited marketing is not appreciated. 

Information 

For information you can contact: 

• Prof. Beatriz Noheda, b.noheda@rug.nl  
Please do not use this e-mail address above for submitting the application. 

https://www.rug.nl/about-ug/policy-and-strategy/diversity-and-inclusion/
https://www.nvp-hrnetwerk.nl/nl/sollicitatiecode
https://www.nvp-hrnetwerk.nl/nl/sollicitatiecode
https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/charter/code
mailto:b.noheda@rug.nl
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