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Course description 

This course focuses on empirical aspects of linguistic studies; the goal is to raise awareness 

of the possibilities and pitfalls associated with different data types. The instructors are 

linguists with extensive experience collecting and analysing different types of data. 

The course is organised as a two-day workshop. The instructors will each lead a session 

taking their own research as a point of departure, and discuss data-related issues. There will 

also be sessions of student presentations; this course is an excellent opportunity for the 

students to discuss their own work with the instructors and each other. 

There will be 4 thematic sessions, outlined as follows: 

1. Acceptability judgements. Key topics are formal vs. informal judgements, strengths and 

limitations of the method and practical advice when setting up experiments. This session will 

be led by Dr Dave Kush. 

2. Corpora. Key topics are corpora as a testing ground for hypotheses and different ways of 

using corpus data. This session will be led by Dr Kari Kinn. 

3. Variation and variability. Key topics are variation between different types of data (when 

combined), inter-speaker variation and intra-speaker variation. This session will be led by 

Prof Marjo van Koppen. 

4. Multimodal data. This session focuses on video recordings, which are used for data 

collection in many subdisciplines of linguistics. A key topic is the extent to which, and how, 

the process of video recording shapes the data, e.g. through camera perspective. 

Instructors: 

1. Dr Dave Kush, NTNU 

2. Dr Kari Kinn, University of Oslo 

3. Prof Marjo van Koppen, University of Utrecht 

4. Prof Lorenza Mondada, University of Basel 

More details will be made available in due course. 

Please note that the primary requirement for 3 ECTS is to give a presentation. The option of 

writing a 2000 word essay will be made available if the number of students exceeds the 

number of presentation slots. 

Organiser: Kari Kinn 
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Different Types of Data in Linguistics: Possibilities and Pitfalls
University of Oslo, 2–3 May 2019

Venue

Department of Linguistics and Scandinavian Studies, Henrik Wergelands Hus, room 536. Map: 
https://www.uio.no/english/about/getting-around/areas/blindern/bl06/

Directions: Get the metro (T-bane) to Forskningsparken (Line 4: Vestli via Storo; Line 5: Ringen 
via Storo, or Line 5: Sognsvann). Alternatively: get the tram to Universitetet Blindern (Line 17 or 
18, direction Rikshospitalet). More on public transport: https://ruter.no/en/

Schedule

Thursday 2nd May

09:15–11:00 Introduction + Corpora. Kari Kinn (UiO).

11:00–11:15 Short break. 

11:15–12:05 Student presentations.
- José Luis Rojas Díaz (NHH).
- Arild Høie Henriksen (UiA).

12:05–13:15 Lunch.

13:15–15:00 Acceptability judgements. Dave Kush (NTNU).

15:00–15:15 Short break.

15:15–16:05 Student presentations:
- Kristin Klubbo Brodahl (NTNU).
- Isabel Nadine Jensen (UiT).

Friday 3rd May

09:15–11:00 Variation/variability. Marjo van Koppen (Uni. of Utrecht).

11:00–11:15 Short break.

11:15–12:00 Student presentation:
Ingunn Hreinberg Indridadottir (Uni. of Iceland).

Discussion. 

12:00–13:15 Lunch. 

13:15–15:00 Multimodal data. Lorenza Mondada (Uni. of Basel).

15:00–15:15 Short break. 

15:15–16:00 Discussion. Course evaluation. 

The course is funded by the Norwegian Graduate Researcher School in Linguistics and 
Philology (LingPhil).
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