
Typology: Approaches to Parameters across Languages. Instructors: Ian Roberts (University of 
Cambridge, UK), Anders Holmberg (Newcastle University) 

One of the central questions for language typology since Greenberg’s (1963) early work has been 
analysing and determining the cross-linguistic distribution of “basic” word order. This course 
approaches the question of word-order variation by looking at verb-placement across languages. 
Variation in verb-placement provides a key to understanding many aspects of word-order variation 
and the parameters that underlie it. The study of verb- placement has a long history in generative 
grammar, but there is interesting recent work that has both extended the empirical basis and 
developed our theoretical understanding of this aspect of syntax.  

Although an advanced knowledge of current minimalist theory is not required, for a part of 
the course some familiarity with the framework will be assumed; the relevant background is covered 
in Adger, D. (2003) Core Syntax, Oxford: Blackwell. 
After a brief introduction to parameters and typology, the course will cover the following topics: 

Roberts: (a) V-movement in Romance, (b) V-initial languages; 
Holmberg: (c)  Agreement and V-movement, (d) Verb-echo answers.  
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