
The study of second and third language learning in the Scandinavian 

context  
 

Course description 
The course offers an introduction to second and third language learning in the 
Scandinavian context.  
 
Focus will be on the grammatical development of second and third languages both from a 
descriptive and a theoretical point of view. Factors that are commonly considered to 
influence that development, e.g., the structural similarity between source and target 
language or individual factors, such as the effects of the age of acquisition will be 
discussed. 
 
Traditionally, in second language acquisition research, no particular interest has been 
shown for the role of other background languages than the learners’ mother tongue 
or first language (L1). Recently, the study of the L3 has developed into a rapidly 
growing field and the potential influence of previously acquired or learned languages in 
the initial stages is currently hotly debated. What drives and conditions L3 development is 
also a matter in focus.  
 
The following issues will be covered 
 
-Theoretical foundations of L2 and L3 research 
 
-The relationship between multi- and bilingualism, L2, L3 and additional language 
learning 
 
-Generative approaches to L2 and L3 acquisition 
 
-Neurolinguistics in L2 and L3 learning 
 
-Multilingualism, second and third language learning in the Scandinavian context: 
educational situation and research profiles: L2 and L3 studies where Scandinavian 
languages are involved either as background or as target language 
  



Seminars (reading) 

 
1. 24 sep kl 10-12: 

Introduction to SLA (Abutalebi & Green 2007, Mayberry & Kluender 2017, 
Norrman & Bylund 2016, Saville-Troike 2013) SS 

2. 24 sep kl 14-16 
UG in SLA (Vainikka & Young-Scholten 1996, Schwartz & Sprouse 1996, 
Bernardini & Schlyter 2004) CB 
Processability theory (Glahn et al. 2001, Pienemann & Håkansson 1999, 
Schönström 2014) SS 

3. 25 sep kl 10-12 
Introduction to multilingualism and L3 studies (Williams & Hammarberg 1998, 
Hammarberg 2010, Falk & Bardel 2010) CB 

4. 25 sep kl 14-16 
L3 syntax (Bardel & Falk 2007, Flynn et al. 2004, Grey et al. 2017, Rothman 2015, 
Slabakova 2017, Westergaard et al 2017) CB 

5. 26 sep kl 10-12 
V2 in L2 and L3 (Bohnacker 2006, Håkansson et al 2002, Andersson et al. 2018, 
Sayehli 2013, Westergaard et al. 2017) SS 

6. 26 sep kl 14-16 CB/SS 
Discussion and conclusion, information about examination.  

 

Examination 

 
1. During the course the student is supposed to think about themes of discussion for 

and hand in a question on day 2 to be discussed during the last seminar 
2. Students who take the course for credits should hand in an essay about one of the 

questions after the course.  
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