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Pre-study 
report Your planning process
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Pre-study report

• A good start of your project!

• Helps you to define – in your own words and in more detail – what you 
are going to do, how and when.

• Should be completed within first two weeks:
– Draft within one week – circulated and discussed with your supervisor(s)
– Final within two weeks
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Pre-study report – Proposed content

• Problem definition and background
• Objective of project & tasks
• Limitations
• Research approach:

– Actors involved in the project (and how)
– Literature study
– Tools and methods

• Table of content/structure of report
• Project risk register
• Temporary list of references
• Project execution plan (Gant or table 

excel/word)

Possible 
structure to use

Parts are also 
relevant for 
thesis later
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Example

Instead of CTR-sheets, 
you may add a bit 
more text about what 
you plan to do under 
each task in e.g. 
section 3 above.Approx 5+ pages





Identify everything 
about what you 

have at hand



Report 
template Specialization (and master thesis) report
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Template proposal and 
tips
• Template and more:

– https://www.ntnu.edu/ross/rams/tips-
students

• Word or  latex – your choice
• Tips in particular for Latex users:

– https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/display/ross
/RAMS++wiki (see illustration to the
right)

• Language – (English or 
Norwegian): Decide together with
your supervisor

• Proposal: Not longer than 60 
pages…

«Elegance is when nothing can be 
removed»

https://www.ntnu.edu/ross/rams/tips-students
https://www.ntnu.no/wiki/display/ross/RAMS++wiki


Structure of report
“Fixed” structure, advices included

Chapters organized according to 
your topic



Structure of report
“Fixed” structure, advices included

Chapters organized according to 
your topic



Introduction Problem formulation:
• What is your problem, why 

important and to whom.

Related work:
• Condensed presentation of what 

has been done in the area, with 
reference to  books, papers, 
reports..

What remains to be done:
• Justifying in more detail what 

type of new knowledge that  is 
needed, in light of your problem



Introduction Objectives:
• You cannot close all knowledge 

gaps…

• You identify the objectives of 
what you are to do.

• It may be split into an high level 
objective, and more detailed sub-
objectives.

• Sub-objectives, may also be 
regarded as tasks.



Introduction This is the section where you explain 
HOW.

• How to meet objectives
• Where to find literature? 

How to find?
• Who to collaborate with?
• What experiments to carry 

out
• How to validate your results

• You may give the “HOW” for each 
sub-objective or task



Introduction Here, you give an overview of the 
main intended contributions 

(“results”) in your work.

(This may be updated and iterated 
as the work goes on)



Conclusions A summary of your work and the 
main results (what you have found).

• You may give comment to 
whether or not you achieved 
each objective/tasks

• If you have not met an objective, 
explain why



Conclusions A high level discussion about your 
results: 
• Strengths
• Weaknesses
• Limitations (in what you  have 

done, the way that the results 
can be utilized)

• Opportunities (possible relevance 
of what you have done for other 
areas)

Put your work in a larger context!



Conclusions Having worked so long on a topic, 
you can have ideas of possible 
extensions!

• Short-term
• Long-term

If you are writing specialization 
project: 
• What could be relevant for you to 

continue with in the master 
project?

If you are writing master thesis:
• What could have been new topics 

for others to continue with?



19

Bibliography

• Put a lot of effort into 
the bibliography

• TIPS: Look into books 
by Marvin Rausand. 
Those bibliographies 
are normally close to 
“perfect”

• Use few “templates” 
for references: Book 
(cover textbooks, 
reports, standards,..), 
journal paper, and “in 
book”/”part of book” 
for conference papers

Book

Journal paper

Conference paper

Report/handbook

Standard
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Citations

• Two types: 
Explicit and implicit

• Typical rules:
– One author: Last name + year
– Two authors: Last name of both + year (as shown above)
– More than two authors: Only first authors last name + et al. + year
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Plagiarism

An act or instance of using or closely imitating the language and thoughts of another 
author without authorization and the representation of that author's work as one's own, 
as by not crediting the original author (dictionary.com)

• Give proper references to sources that you use. NB: The reference should not be a 
reference that has used another reference as…. (i.e. go to the original work)

• If copying a sentence (or a few sentences): Use “Birnbaum’s measure of …” 
followed by reference (e.g. (Rausand and Høyland, 2004)).
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That is all… (?)

• Questions?
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