What does public data
say about plastics
from aquaculture?

Can we prove a statistical correlation between increasing numbers
of aquaculture sites and the yields of fish in affected rivers using
only data available to the general public?
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N The elephant in the room
A correlation itself says
nothing about plastics.
Many other negative
externalities of aquaculture
must also be considered.
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4 Analysis of watersheds in Troms and Finnmark county

found that for the vast majority of watersheds,
statistical analysis couldn't be performed
simply because there were no aquaculture
localities! Of the ones that could be
analyzed, diverging results were
observed, with certain watersheds
correlating positively with
aquaculture installations, while
others correlating negatively.

It begs the question if a different area

with a more pronounced degree of
aquaculture activity might have yielded
different results. Or are there simply
just too many factors at play?
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° o Conclusion

It is difficult to conclude anything about aquaculture's
o impact on fish only using public data, let alone tracing
o that impact to plastic pollution from the facilities.
o Careful choice of study areas and good data is critical
for determining impacts. It is likely that other methods
~ of study must be employed in finding out the
e connections between this vital environmental
indicator and this ever-growing industry.
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