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Multi-later
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Multi-lateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs)



UNEA & UNEP
• United Nations Environmental Assembly

‒ Established in 2012  
‒ World’s highest-level decision-making body on 

the environment

• Falls under the United Nations 
Environmental Program (UNEP) (est. 
1972)

• UNEAs fifth time convening, hence 
(UNEA5) 
‒ 2014, 2015, 2017, 2019, 2021-2 (5-5.2)
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Mandate

• A resolution entitled "End plastic 
pollution: Towards an international 
legally binding instrument"
‒ Link

• Need for including science in the 
decision-making process 'Stressing the 
urgent need to strengthen the science-policy 
interface at all levels, improve understanding of the 
global impact of plastic pollution on the 
environment, and promote effective and progressive 
action…"

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/38522/k2200647_-_unep-ea-5-l-23-rev-1_-_advance.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Timeline 



Stats

• 1,700 participants present in Paris

• 700 Member State Delegates

• 169 Member States

• 900 Observers (from NGOs)

• Hosted at UNESCO headquarters in Paris 

• INC Chair, Gustavo Meza-Cuadra
Velásquez from Peru

• Jyoti Mathur-Filipp, Executive Secretary, 
Secretariat for the INC



Outcomes? 
Lack of consensus - delegations were seen to have two points of view:
1. Strict top-down legally binding treaty with enforceable measures 

(framed as production and environmental problem)  
2. National action plans and voluntary measures (framed as waste 

management problem)





Main Discussions 
CONTACT GROUP 1 – OBJECTIVES AND 
CORE OBLIGATIONS
• Phasing out/reducing supply or demand 

of primary polymers

• Reducing microplastics (consensus on 
intentionally added)

• Strengthening waste management 

• Design for circularity 

• Addressing existing pollution

• Facilitate a just transition and protecting 
human health and the environment

CONTACT GROUP 2 – MEANS OF 
IMPLEMENTATION, MEASURES, AND 
ADDITIONAL MATTERS

• Financial assistance 

• Technical assistance

• National action plans

• National reporting and compliance

• Period assessment and monitoring of 
progress

• Research 

• Stakeholder integration
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Plastics Zero Draft Text

• Tool to start negotiations 
• Includes detailed lists of potential provisions 

covering the entire life cycle of plastics
• Legally binding and voluntary provisions 

Teknologi for et bedre samfunn
- Tracking and data gathering solutions needed to 
understand plastics full impact 
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Collaboration and coordination among all government levels 
(national, regional, local) is essential.



National 
Implementation 

• Legislation and Regulations – align with 
treaty's provisions (emission standards, 
conservation policies)

• Institutional Capacity – Establish agencies 
responsible for implementing and 
monitoring 

• Monitoring and Reporting – Develop 
systems to track progress and compliance
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Local 
Implementation 

• Capacity Building – of local authorities 
and communities

• Local Regulations – aligning with the 
treaty (waste management, land use, and 
resource conservation) 

• Education and Outreach – Educational 
programs to raise awareness

• Funding – To implement local initiatives 
and projects related to treaty obligations
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We can and should provide knowledge to the policy-making process
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We cannot talk about plastics with addressing the full lifecycle 
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Future outlooks
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• Businesses can invest in R&D to find innovative 
ways to reduce their plastic materials, use, and 
waste.

• Policymakers can involve local stakeholders in the 
decision-making process to ensure that policies 
are realistic and effective.

• Scientists and students can help gather data on 
local plastic, production, usage and pollution 
levels, which can inform local policies and 
practices.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/psexypsychic/7097366541
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