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meeting and the conference, | have used them as an introduction phase for the STSM — some of the
issues have been discussed as a part of WG 1 and with colleagues from Universidad Rey Juan Carlos
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and it provide me with the insight regarding potential inclusion of more cases into this research.

Also, open panel ‘Politics in an age of populist communication: a view from Spain’ that was organized as a
part of COST Action conference was of great importance for me. This panel included a discussion about
current Spanish political developments and the role of populism. It also provided me with follow up
consultations with Oriol Bartomeus (Political scientist and analyst from University of Barcelona) whose
understandings on position of Podemos regarding the Catalan issues were immensely important and
useful.

| have conducted two additional interviews with two experts related to the STSM topic, but also the
background and experience linked with both Serbia and Spain. The fist interviewee was PhD Miljana
Mi¢ovi¢, a member of Spanish (Asociacion de Comunicacion Politica). Her field of expertise is political
communication and she provided me with an understanding of the main arguments and tools of
communication used in current Catalan crisis. Her Serbian (academic) background and her professional
career in Spain for almost 10 years were very important for the ability to compare the significance of
Kosovo and Catalonia issues for citizens of the involved countries.

The second interviewee was Ana Mendez de Andes, Advisor in the City Council of Madrid, a professor of
Urbanism, an activists/member of Ahora Madrid and many other initiatives. The focus of this interview was
on understanding of Podemos ideological profile and their response to Catalan issue. This also included
internal relations between factions within Podemos, between Spanish/Madrid and Catalan/Barcelona
groups of Podemos and their internal debate and dilemmas, but also between Podemos and other civil
society groups that supported them in the last years. Ana’s experience and insight into history of Podemos
was very helpful for comparative dimension; she was also involved to some extent with Serbian left
populist initiative Ne davimo Beograd (Do not drown Belgrade) which enable her to understand my
research angle in full complexity.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MAIN RESULTS OBTAINED
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FUTURE COLLABORATIONS (if applicable)

—

max.500 words)

STSM findings could serve as the basis for the future collaboration or the follow up activities of the
members of the working group 1. Spanish/Serbian comparison could be potentially expanded by inclusion
of other countries which has strong identity politics and/or non-democratic recent history, on one side and
plurality of populist actors (mainstream and anti-systematic one), on the other side.




