
WELCOME

Madrid 2018 MC Meeting



Adoption of the Agenda
1. Welcome to participants 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
3. Approval of minutes 
4. Presentation of the delegations 
5. Status of the COST Action 
6. General orientation on the Work and Budget 
7. Short Term Scientific Missions 
8. IJPP Special Issue 
9. Final Action Dissemination 
10. Working Group activities 
11. Communication efforts 
12. Final Action Report 
13. AOB 
14. Closing



Presentation of the delegations 
Status of the COST Action: 31 Member Countries + 1 NNC

Austria
13/12/2013

Belgium
29/01/2014

Bosnia and Herzegovina
30/03/2014

Bulgaria
26/02/2014

Croatia 
17/12/2013

Czech Republic
03/04/2014

Denmark
21/11/2013

Finland 
08/08/2014

France 
11/12/2013

fYR Macedonia
08/04/2014

Germany
07/01/2014

Greece 
27/11/2013

Hungary
28/01/2014

Iceland
07/02/2014

Ireland 
16/05/2014

Israel
27/11/2013

Italy
10/02/2014

Lithuania
30/01/2014

Montenegro
26/8/2015

Netherlands
29/11/2013

Norway
02/12/2013

Poland
25/02/2014

Portugal
21/01/2014

Romania
13/12/2013

Serbia 
18/02/2015

Slovenia
21/08/2014

Spain
26/11/2013

Sweden
06/02/2014

Switzerland
17/01/2014

Turkey
14/07/2016

United Kingdom
03/12/2013

NCC Country:

Albania 
15/01/2015



Status of the COST Action: 

Type of Action Members 

MC Chair MC 
Members

MC 
Substitutes

MC
Observer

AWG 
Members

1 57 31 1 14

WG1: Actors WG2: Media WG3: Citizens

34 (6) 33 (11) 25 (7)

Total Action Members

103

Action Members without WG affiliation

11



Status of the COST Action: 

Administration

Brussels: 

Trondheim: 

Science Officer Adm. Officer

Rossella Magli Karin Kubackova

Grant Manager Financial Officer

Karin Ekberg Rachel Nielsen Lørum

IMPORTANT ADMINISTRATIVE DATES

Approval date 14/11/2013

Start of action 07/04/2014

End of action 06/04/2018



Status of the COST Action: Stable organization



Status of the Cost Action

Rules of reimbursement
 Keep informed via COST webpages and Action webpage 

 Invoices/receipts should be kept by the claimant until 31 May 2019!



General orientation of the Work and Budget Plan

Objectives and level of achievement since the start of the action
Objective as described in MoU Current Level of 

Achievement in %

0 25 50 75 100

1) To produce up-to-date knowledge on mediated political 
populism via a coordinated, comparative and comprehensive 
scientific effort

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X

2) Put a spotlight on populist communication in Europe ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X

3) Advance Conceptual clarity in research on populist 
communication

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X

4) Initiate comprehensive comparative research on populist 
communication

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X

5) Promote innovative empirical research on populists 
communication

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X

6) Build a network of dedicated scholars and a basis for 
comparative research

☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ X



General orientation of the Work and Budget Plan
MoU deliverables level of progress since at the start of the action

MoU deliverable Level of progress Evidence of delivery achievement 

1. Reviewing 
relevant material 
and literature

100% We started early with the review and the first results were presented in 
Lisbon 2014. This work was continued at our event in Athens 2015, and in 
Odense 2015. The end result will be presented in a book that will be 
published by the end of year 2 (2016)

2. Defining a 
research agenda 
and direction

100% In the book we came a long way in defining the direction for our future 
research agenda. By Paris 2017 we agreed on research designs and methods, 
and initiated research that will help study the shortcomings identified in the 
literature. 

3. Integrating 
findings to produce 
coherent 
knowledge

100% We have produced new insight and knowledge with first Action book, Special 
issue of Information Communication and Society based on the best papers 
presented at the Zurich Training School (2015), Special issue on International 
Journal of Press/Politics based on the best papers presented Madrid 2018 
Action Conference, as well as final action book (forthcoming in 2019). 

4. Revitalizing 
research on 
populist political 
communication

100% First publications is already well cited. Theoretical and methodological lessons 
learned are discussed at several venues, incl. our own training schools 
(Zurich2015 and Bucharest2017) and large international conferences 
(ICA2015, ICA 2016, ICA2017, ICA2018). Our work is revitalizing research and 
paving the way for further developments in this area. 

5. Developing 
recommendations

95% Paris 2017 Action Workshop provided reflections on how to best give 
research based recommendation to civic society and stakeholders. Action 
members have offered local advice through national and regional 
dissemination outlets and events, general advice to journalists (Shorenstein 
Center Paper) and educators (Education Package).  Final general advice to 
citizens and other politicians will be provided in Final Action Book. 



General orientation of the Work and Budget Plan
YEAR 4 Planned used of networking tools 

Networking Tools

MEETINGS 1 MC meetings (apprx 60 participants in Madrid2017)
2 WG meetings (apprx 50 participants in Sarajevo2017 and 60 in  
Madrid2017) 
1 Action Conference (apprx 60 participants in Madrid2017)   

Training School Bucharest, May 8 -12, 2017  (20 participants, 4 trainers) 

STSMs Approximately 5 STSMs (à 1500€)

DISSEMINATION Webpage, Twitter, Facebook, Newsletter, Education Package

Same tight budget as year 3 (estimation of participants was kept low).



General orientation of the Work and Budget Plan

A. COST Networking Tools Budget - EUR Expenditure** - EUR

1. MEETINGS 96 400,00 31 534,75

2. TRAINING SCHOOLS 15 053,24 15 053,24

3. SHORT-TERM SCIENTIFIC MISSIONS 10 032,00                        4 450,00

4. DISSEMINATION* 11 500,00 11 500,00

5. OERSA 58,00 0

B. TOTAL SCIENCE EXPENDITURE (sum of (1) to (5)) 133 043,25

C. FSAC (max. of 15% of B.) 19 956,49

D. TOTAL EXPENDITURE (B+C) 152 999,74

Budget for Grant Period 4, approved by MC on April 14, 2017

*    EUR 10 000 transferred from GP3 to GP4 (MC approval 14 April 2017)
** Expenses recorded in e-COST 5 March 2018 



STSM Grant Period 4
1 May 2017-6 April 2018

Name Home 
country

Host institution Period Paid/to 
be paid

Nicoleta Corbu Romania University of Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands

15-19 May 
2017

1150

Paolo Cossarini UK Aalborg University, Denmark 18-24 March 
2018

1100

Rubén Tamboleo García Spain University of Vienna, Austria 5 Jan.-6 April 
2018

3500 

Giorgos Katsambekis UK Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium 10-16 Dec. 
2017

1200

Peter Maurer Norway Freie Universität Berlin, Germany 13-17 Feb. 
2018

600

Eva Luisa Gómez Montero' Spain University of Vienna, Austria 22 Jan.-3 Feb. 
2018

1500

Dusan Spasojevic Repub. of 
Serbia

University Rey Juan Carlos, 
Madrid, Spain

22-27 March 
2018 

960

TOTAL 10010
Budget 10032
Rest 22



STSM: 2014- 2018
Country STSM from (Home) STSM to (Host)
Austria 1 3
Belgium 1 2
Denmark 1
France 1
fyr Macedonia 2
Germany 2 2
Greece 1 4
Hungary 3 1
Italy 1 2
Netherlands 3 4
Norway 1
Poland 2 1
Romania 2
Serbia 1
Spain 2 1
Switzerland 2
United Kingdom 3 1

TOTAL 25 25



IJPP Special Issue 

• 71 submitted abstracts
• 10 invited to deliver full papers
• Presentation at Final Action Conference
• Blind review, feedback after Madrid
• Ambition: final selection of papers published by 2018. 



Final Action Dissemination 

• Cost Action awarded an extra Final Action 
Dissemination Grant of EUR 10,000.00

• Cover expenses for final action book

• Book cover action coordinated research efforts

• Book proposal submitted to Routledge

• Routledge considers the proposal to be strong and 
have sent it to review

• Chapter draft discussed at WG meetings in Madrid

• Ambition: Book published by April 2019



Working Group activities 



Communication efforts
Scientific Community 

• Open Access
• New paperback edition of first action book 
• Academic conference participation and other publications



Communication efforts
Social media

• Facebook: 465 followers
• Twitter: 330 followers
• YouTube: 29 subscribers, but 2976 views



Communication efforts
Education Package for young citizens

• Won Commissions Joint Research Centre 2017 EU4Facts award
• Used in teachers education programmes
• Subtitles available in many languages



Communication efforts
Stakeholder events

• Local events
• International events
• Media, politics and general public



Communication efforts
Media coverage

• Newpapers
• Radio
• TV



Communication efforts
About our activities



Final Action Report 

• Due by end of April
• Action impact on: 

– Co-authored publications
– Project participation
– Other Activities
– Dissemination 

(stakeholders etc.)
– Career, skills and network



AOB
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